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monks; while the Duke of Norfolk thought it intolerable that
any money belonging to Anglicans should be applied to Ro-
man Catholic purposes. When the deadlock was complete,
someone suggested that, as neither man would give way, the
committee would have to present a majority report signed by
the Chairman, the Bishop of Menevia, and Mr. Athelstan
Riley, and two minority Reports, one on behalf of the Angli-
cans by the Duke of Norfolk, and the other on behalf of the
Roman Catholics by Lord Halifax. Faced with this Gilbertian
situation, the Duke and Halifax withdrew their opposition.
The seceding monks retained Caldey Island, but were com-
mitted to repaying the sum of ^3000; and it was agreed that
Pershore Abbey, which had been unconditionally presented to
the Community by Mr. H. E. Wise, should, if he wished, be
restored to him.

Deep as was Halifax's disappointment over the whole affair,
his natural buoyancy quickly asserted itself in fresh schemes for
carrying on the Order in the Church of England. The 'Wee
Frees' remained, those faithful few, of whom a correspondent
in The Church Times had tartly written that the seceders had
'left practically all the brains of the Community behind them.'20
Halifax was ready to have them back at Painsthorpe. Father
Benson of Cowley invited them to a house belonging to his
Society. But when Mr. Wise, having received Pershore back
from Abbot Aelred, offered it to them, they accepted it and
went there, under the leadership of Dom Anselm (Mardon)
and Brother Denys (Prideaux). In 1915 Dom Anselm, having
followed his former brethren into the Roman Church, was
succeeded as Superior by Father Denys. The Community con-
tinued to have its vicissitudes, but Halifax supported it staunchly
with his purse and his name. In 1926 it moved from Pershore to
Nashdoin, where it now lives and thrives.